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The Iloiise being in Committee of tlie "Wliole on the state of the Union, and 
having under consideration the President's Message — Mr. GARTRELL said : 

Mr. Chairman: A few days ago I desired to obtain the 
floor for the purpose of presenting some views on the grave 
and important questions growing out of the illegal arrest of 
General William Walker and his men, on the soil of jS^icara- 
gua. But the debate on that question having been tempora- 
rily suspended, and the matter having passed to the appropriate 
committee for investigation and report, I proceed to the con- 
sideration of a subject of graver importance to my immediate 
constituents, and frought with more serious consequences to 
the nation at large. I allude to the subject of domestic sla- 
very at the South, and tlie necessity for its expansion and its 
perpetuation in this country. 

I am prompted thus early to this course by the extraordinary 
speech pronounced on this floor a few days ago by tlie gentle- 
man from Missouri, (Mr. Blair,) The ostensible and avowed 
object of that speech was the necessity and propriety of ac- 
quiring territory in Central America, wherein to colonize the 
free people of color now residing in the United States, and 
such as may hereafter become free; and there to maintain 
them in the enjoyment of their freedom as a dependency of 
this Government. 

In announcing this novel and impracticable policy, the 
gentleman took occasion, very gratuitously, to denounce the 
institution of slavery as "a cancer on the face which, unless 
removed, would eat into the vitals of the Kepublic." 

This fanatical idea, stereotyped and repeated by a certain 
class of politicians in this country, from the time of John 
Eandolph to this hour, was as false at its inception as it is 
erroneous in its conclusion. I deny it emphatically; and I 



am here to-day, in the presence of this Congress, to nicaintain 
the reverse of the proposition. I hold that' the institution of 
domestic slavery in the South is right, both in principle and 
' practice ; that it has ever been, and still is, a blessing to the 
African race; that it lias developed the resources of this great 
country to an untold extent; and that, by its conservative in- 
fluences, it lias elevated ns in the scale of morality, wealth, 
enterprise, and intelligence, to a point never attained by any 
other people. 

As a Southern man, proud of the place of my nativity; as 
the owner of slaves; as conscientious of my moral obligationp, 
I. trust, as any gentleman on this floor, I hesitate not, here jr 
elsewhere, to defend this institution as being strictly in accord- ■ 
ance with the principles of right, of Christian duties, and of 
morality, and as Iiaving the highest sanction of laws, both hu- 
]nan and divine. I rejoice that the public mind at the South 
is being awakened to this view of the (piestion. The time for 
apologies by the South is past. I am here to-day (and the 
Southern people who have this institution in their midst are 
to-day prepared to do the same) to stand up before the na- 
tions of the world and defiantly defend and justify domestic 
slavery in. its greatest length, extent, and breadth. 

Sir, the false prophecies of 'Randolph and others, alluded 
to by the gentleman, of the evil consequences of this institu- 
tion on the moi'al and political interests of the Southern peo- 
ple, are fast being obliterated l)y those unerring teacliers, time 
and experience. Other nations, too, are beginning to see and 
to acknowledge the error of tlieir misguided philaiuliropy, and 
to bow in acknowledgment of not only the justice, but the 
wisdom of domestic slaverv in this coun'trv. r ranee and Enfr- 
land are beginning to see the error of their misguided philan- 
thropy, and you lind them eager to embark in a system of 
slavery more barbarous and oppressive than the world has 
ever seen. 

But, Mr. Chairman, I beg the indulgence of the committee 
while I very briefly discuss the moral aspect of this institu- 
tion. I intend to do so calmly, dispassionately, deliberately. 
I intend to make no charges against those who array all their 
influence and power against this institution that are not sus- 
tained by facts and by records. I am here to-day as a South- 
ern man ; and I prociaim now, that this institution is not only 
sanctioned by the Constitution of your country, under whicli 
we all appear hare to-day, but is sanctioned by '^divine authori- 
ty and records of the highest character. That that institution 
has existed from the earliest periods of liistory, no man of or- 
dinary intelligence will deny. We learn fronr the Holy Scrip- 
.tures that Abraham, and many other wise and good ^nen of 
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that day, not only held slaves, but exercised acts of complete 
ownership over them; and that God himself, after ho had res- 
cured the children of Israel from the honse of bondage, sanc- 
tioned and recognized slavery, both in principal and in prac- 
tice. In defining' rules for their government, and defining 
tlieir moral obligations, He concludes with this injunction: 

"Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's man servant, nor his maid ser- 
vant, nor anything that is thy neighbor's." 

Thus, Sir, not only sanctioning slavery, but providing for 
its protection for all time to come. I beg leave most respect- 
fullv to commend this comnumdment to the attention of the 
gentlemen who sit on the other side of this Hall; and, sir, I 
trust thev will cease to covet our men-servants and our maid- 
servants; and if thev do covet them, that at least tiiev will 
not attempt to deprive us of them by means in viohition of the 
Constitution of our common country. 

Besides, this institution is not only recognized by divine au- 
thority, but it is perpetuated. I ask the fitiention of the House 
to that portion of Holy Writ. I read, sir, from the Bible — 
from the Book of books. I commend it to tlio perusal of gen- 
tlemen. I have no doubt they occasionally I'oad it; but, 
upon this question, they seem rather hard of belief. I find in 
the 25th chapter of Leviticus, a passage which reads as fol- 
lows : 

"44. Both tliy bondmen and thy bondmaids, wliicii thou slialt liave, 
shall be of the heathen that are round about you; of them shall ye 
buy bondmen and bondmaids. 

"45. Moreover, of the children of the strano-ers tliat do sojourn 
amounjT you, of them shall ye buy^ and of tlieir families that are 
you, which they begat in your land ; and they shall be your possession : 

"46. And ye sliall take them as an inheritance for your cliildren. 
after you, to inherit them for a possession; they shall be your bond- 
men forever." 

African slaves having been taken away from, among the 
heathen, by onr ancestors in England and l^y our forefathei'S 
in the USTorth. we, as their descendants, claim them as an in- 
lieritance to us and to our children, ''to inherit them as a pos- 
session," and they shall be our bojidmen and bondwomen for- 
ever. 

Si]*, time v^•ill not allow me to trace or pursue rliis branch of 
the subjeci further. 1 desire to read a short extract, which so 
fully and so truthfully expresses my own sentimei^/LS upon this 
branch of the subject, that I desire to call the attention of the 
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porated mto my speech. That distinguished gentleman, upon 
that occasion, remarked as follows : 

"I believe that the institutioPi of slavery is a uoble one; that it is 
necessary for the good, the well -being of the negro race. Looking to 
history, I go further, and I say in the presence of this assembly, and 
under all the imposing circumstances surrounding me, that I believe it 
is God's institution. Yes, sir, if there is anything in the action of the 
great Author of us all; if there is anything in the conduct of His 
chosen people; if their is anything in the conduct of Christ himself, 
■who came upon this earth, and yielded up his life as a sacrifice, that 
all through Ilis death might live; if there is anythiiig in the conduct 
of Ilis Apostles, who inculcated obedience on the part of slaves to- 
wards their masters as a Christian duty, then we must believe that the 
institution is from God." — Hon, William Smith, of Virginia, in a 
S])eecli in the House of Representatives. 

Every sentiment expressed in tliat eloquent extract meets 
my liearty approbation. As a Christian man, believing in the 
teacliings of Holy Writ, I am here to-day betbre a Christian 
nation to reatlirm and reannounce the conclusion to which 
that distinguished gentleman came — that tliis institution, how- 
ever much it may have been reviled, is of God. 

I luisten to the correction of another error into which the 
gentlenum from Missom-i (Mr. Elatk) has fallen. He told you 
and the country that " unhappily for the slave States, many 
of their enterprising young men leave their native land for 
' those States where individual abilitv and exertion are suifi- 
cient to confer wealth and eminence." 

Mr. Chairnum, this is a fancy sketch — the offspring of a 
heated imagination. Why, sir, let me give you the facts as 
they exist ; "and I may say to that gentleman that he knows 
but' little of the enterprise, ihe industry, and tlic resources of 
the Southern country, and but little of the enterprise of our 
young men, if he supposes for a moment tliat they are com- 
pelled ''to lly to other lands" to obtain' wealth and eminence?. 
Sir, the opposite is true. It is admitted that the iN'ortheni 
States aimnally send out hundreds of their young men to the 
Southern States in search of that employment which is denied 
them at liome, and there to receive a living and support, and 
acquire wealth and eminence, too, in the midst of wliat gen- 
tlemen on the other side of the House call the monop">olizing 
inliuence of the slave ])Ower. 

Proceedings upon this floor afford evidence of what I say. 
A few days ago, the facetious gentleman from Massachusetts, 
(Ma\ TuAYKR,) (lechired that we must and would Americanize 
Central America ; that it was necessary to supply the means 
of subsistence for the su]:>erabundant population of the X orth. 
The o'cntlcnum told us, in a manner that realiv excited my 
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sympatliies, that the Yankees (I believe lie termed them) were 
in a tight place, and must have the lands of Central America 
to emigrate to. "Well, sir, I am willing that om* Yankee 
friends shall go there. I presume they will go there ; bnt I 
hoj^e they will have a little better success than they had a few 
years ago, in their efforts to redeem the barren pine fields and 
sedge patches of Virginia. I say I think it is very likely that 
om* Yankee friends will go there, and, when there, follow the 
example of those who have heretofore gone South — become 
the owners of slaves, aid in developing the resources of the 
country, and show the world that the institution of domestic 
slavery is a blessing not only to the master, but to the slave. 

But let me say to the gentleman from Missouri, in all kind- 
ness, that if he expects to plant a colony of blacks upon our 
southern borders, he has very much mistaken the spirit of tlic 
age. It is a monstrous proposition, to which the South would 
never submit. Your efforts at colonizing the African race 
must always, as heretofore, prove abortive, because based 
upon a wrong principle ; you can no more enslave the Anglo- 
Saxon race on this continent than yon can make freemen of 
tlie Africans. You wovild not dare attempt the one, nor can 
you effect the other. Slavery has been written on the brow 
at the African. The Ethiopian cannot change his skin, nor 
the leopard his spots ; neither can the wisdom of Solon or 
Lycurgus invent a system of laws by which to elevate the 
African to political equahty and tlie enjoyment of political 
sovereignt3^ Sir, my experience teaches ° me, confirmed by 
daily observations, that they are incapable of self-government, 
and must ever be. You cannot make freemen out of theni. 
They are idle, dissolute, improvident, lazy, unthrifty, who 
tliink not of to-morrow, and provide but scantily for to-day. 
These seem to be the inherent laws of their nature. You can- 
not change this law of nature. 

Several years ago, Mr. Chairman, a half ccntnry, ])erhaps, 
the French and English Governments, pursuing wliat has 
turned out to be a misguided philanthropy, attempted to cui- 
onize the negro, and give him political power and sovereignty 
What has been the result ? The experiment resulted in a fai' 
ure, and has been productive of evil instead of beneiit to tli 
black race. In 1794: the ISTational Assembly of Fi'ance f^- 
acted a law emancipating Hayti. In order to show the effots 
and consequences of that ill-advised legislation on that gnrtcn 
spot of the world, the rich Island of Hayti, I desire to di;ect 
the attention of the committee to a few'statistics. I viji re- 
peat, that Hayti was emancij^ated by the act of the Xa^ional 
Assembly of France in 1794:. In 1TS9 the products of tluit 
island were as follows : of clarified suicar, 47,516.531 r>oiindF: 
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i]i 184:1, after tliis system had been fully tested, of clarified 
sugar not a pound. In 1YS9, of muscovado sugar, 93,573,300 
pounds ; in 1841, 1,363 pounds. Of coffee, in 1789, 76,335,219 
pounds-; in 1841, 34,114,417 pounds. Of cotton,, in 1789, 
7,400,274 pounds; in 1841, the inconsiderable quantity of 
1,591,454 poimds. These statistics, sir, show the effect of that 
emancipation act npon the Island of Hay ti. Following this 
example of France, Great Britain, in 1833, emancipated the 
islands of the West Indies, and amongst them the Island of 
Jamaica and of Guiana. I have statistics to show the effect 
( )f that act upon the resources, the wealth, and the products 
of these j)laces. 

Mr. Blaik. I wish to state to the House, at this point of 
tlie gentleman^s speech, in reference to the Island of Hayti, 
that the export commerce of this country to that portion of 
the Island of Hayti occupied by the free negroes, is §350,000 
greater than the entire trade with Mexico, which has eight 
millions popnlation. The export to Hayti, not including the 
Dominican Republic, for 1851, as shown by the book on Gom- 
niercial Eelations printed by this House, was, of flour, eight 
times more than to Cuba; of pork, six times more; and of 
drv-2;oods, abo'at twelve times as much. This is the value of 
that island which has been destroyed, as it is said, by the 
emancipation of slaves. 

Mr. Gai^tkell. Conceding the gentleman's statistics to be 
true, tliey but affirm the position I have assumed on this ques- 
tion. It is not how much it takes to feed those negroes there, 
l)Tit what tlicy have made. That is the question — not your 
exports to that country, but theii; exports. 

Mr. Blair. They have been able to pay for what they have 
got, or else they never would have received it from this 
countrv. 

Mr. G^VKTRELL. Tlicy are snpported by their fostering Gov- 
ei'nmcnts ; and I will show the gentleman that those Govern- 
\ients arc tired of the burden. But, sir, I pass on; I desire 

show l)y statistics the effect of this emancipation statute on 
te Island of Jamaica and of Guiana. That statute was passed 
1833. Li 1833, in the Island of Jamaica, they raised 
l/i0,760 cwt. of suixar; in 1849, fifteen vears thereafter, 
63;47S cwt. In 1833, 11,154,307 pounds of cofice; and in 
IS^*^, 3,?.09,003 pounds. In 1833, 982 cwt. of molasses: and 
in 1^49, 102 cwt. In 1833, 2,450,272 gallons of rum ; and in 
1849,1,77S,()G1 gallons. 

Tlia effect ol Guiana is more palpable. I will not con- 
sume my time in rcadimr the statistics in rei^ard to it. I will 



simply ask the reporters to incorporate tliem in my printed 
remarks. I trust gentlemen of the House will not object. 



GUIANA — EXrORTS. 



Year, Sugar, Coffee. 3rola.<tsM. Cotton. Hum. 

cwt. lbs. cwt. bales. gallons. 

1836... •'712,800 4,801,350 880,880 8,190 2,95.5,120 

1849... 577,569 63,253 155,952 .... 1,882,142 

Mr. Chairman, the gentleman from Missouri read from 
Earl Gray's letters to show that this colonizing scheme of the 
free blacks had succeeded in the Island of Trinidad. That, 
sir, w^as an exceedingly unfortunate example for the case 
stated by my friend from Missouri. I have an article, which 
appeared in the London Times of a late date, whiich dis]H")ses 
very summarily by facts and arguments of tlie position as- 
sumed by that gentleman in reference to Trinidad. It over- 
throws altogether the predictions, the imaginings, and fancy 
sketches alluded to by the gentleman, and taken from Earl 
Gray's correspondence. The Londoii Times, tlic k\ading Eng- 
lish journal, combats the policy of the English Government 
in. breaking: down " the slave svstem of the West Indies with- 
out attempting to replace it with a better," and clironiclcs the 
fact that those " colonies are perishing for tlie want of labor." 
It says : 

"Our attention has teen directed to a report of the council on imi- 
gration for the Ishnnd of Trinidad, which shows how a British colony 
may decay wliile all around is liourishing. If Trinidad liad remained 
under Spanish sway, it might, in spite of tyranny and misrule, be the 
wealth}^ Island which its position and fertility would naturally make 
it. But we learu that, although that the Island contains one million 
two hundred and fifty thousand acres, yet the extent of all the land 
now under cultivation is about fifty-two thousand eight hundred and 
seven acres, and of this area the sugar plantations cover only tliirtv- 
four thousand and fifty-nine acres. The entire number of aa'ricultural 
laborers working for wages in the cultivation of sug^r and cocoa, is 
only fourteen thousand, of whom nearly eight thousand are immigrants 
from India and China, introduced at the public expense." 

And then speaking of tlie immigrants from China and In- 
dia, and eagerly craving their enslavement, continues thns: 

"It is found that these are by far the better laborers for wages than 
tlie negro, who, it is stated, 'will not be stimulated to industry by any 
increase of wages.' And at the present time the planters would gladlv 
obtain labor by an advance of wages. The high jnice of sugar and 
other tro])ical productions, has stimulated enter])rise, a greater ex- 
tent of land is being brought under cultivation, and all that is wanted 
for the development of the colony, is a supply of hands. Such arc 
the fertility and abundant of land, that 'the expense of establishing on 
virgin land, an estate capable of producing two hundred and fifty hogs- 
heads of sugar, including the cost of rnacliinery and buildings, would 
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not exceed £6,000 sterling.* But, witb the present supply of labor, 
even tlie present production of the colony cannot be kept up." 

Tlicse significant extracts "bnt forsliadow tlie disi)osition of 
tlic English Government to return in tliis, the nineteentli cen- 
tuij, to a system of slavery more opj^ressive, as before re- 
marked, than the world has ever seen. 

Tliat Government, satisfied that tlie experiment has failed, 
is hegiiming to throw aside these misguided notions of phi- 
lanthropy. They are coming np to the spirit of the age. 
Tliey liave liad time to see the working, the effect, the con- 
servative infiuence of domestic slavery in this country, not 
only u2K>n the South, but upon the North : and, sir, -I hazard 
nothing in the assertion here to-day, and I appeal to my 
Northern friends for the truth of it, that slave labor and the 
prodncts of slave labor have done more -to build up your 
Lowells, to aid in the construction of your railroads, to rear 
your cities, and make you as you justly are, a proud, intelli- 
gent, Christian people, than anything else, I say that the 
cotton-bag has cflccted more than all other p)Owers together. 
That pi*oi)osition cannot l)e controverted; it will not be con- 
tj'o verted. I have statistics, and can demonstrate it clearly to 
any one, that the products of slave labor have done more, not 
only to elevate this country in point of wealth and enterprise, 
not only to develop its resources, IsTorth as well as Soutli, but, 
sir, they have done more to evangelize and christianize the 
]iations of the earth, than all other causes combined. I see 
that some of our friends over the way smile at the reinark. 
It is suggested by a friend behind me tliat they are dispjleased 
with the truth of it. 

Mr. Lovit-ioY. Will the gentleman allow me to request him 
to read, in connection with what he has already read from the 
l>il>le^ the fifteen th and sixteenth verses of the twenty-third 
cliapier of iJeutcronomy, or to allow me to read them? 

j\[r. Gautrkll. I will let the gentleman read them. 

Mr. L0VK.JOY. Thev are as follows : 

"15. Thou slialt not deliver unto his master the servant which is 
escaped from his master unto thee. 

" 10. He shall dwell with thee, even among yon, in that place which 
he shall cboose, in one of thy gates where it likcth him best; thou 
shait not oppress him." 

I would also like the gentleman to quote the eighth com- 
maiuhuent in couuection with the tenth. 

Mr. Gautrkll. I will ask tlie gentleman a question, and I 
liope he will answer it categorically. Does the gentleman 
consider the African eqiuil to the white man? 
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Mr. LoYEJOY. Tiiat depends altogether upon his cliaracter, 
sir. [Langliter.] 

Mr. Gaetrell. Tlie gentleman lias read from Deuteronoinv 
to show that thou shonldst not deliver np a shivc wJio escapes 
from his master. I ask the gentleman whether he abides by 
that text, or wlietlier he abides by the Constitution of his 
forefathers and mine, wliieli says that the runa^^•ay shive shall 
be delivered up ? 

Mr. LovEJOY. I understood tlie gentleman to say, in his 
speech, that the Bible was a "liighcr law," binding every 
one ; and, in the second place, I abide l)y the Bible and the 
Constitution, for the Constitution says no sucli thing. 

Mr. Gaktrell. The gentleman says tliat he abides by the 
Bible and the Constitution. Then, sir, lie must go Soutli, and 
settle upon our plantations. AVe claim you as a slaveliolder. 
We claim you as an advocate of tlie principle and tlu^. pi'ac- 
tice; lor the Bible says — God, in the Bible, Himself says: 
"Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's man-servant, nor his 
niaid-^ servant and further on it is expressly inculcated that 
slaves owe obedience to their masters, and ought to render it ; 
and, furthermore, that they shall be our inlieritance, our jx'vs- 
session, our bondmen forever. 

But, Mr. Chairman, I must proceed very briefly in my line 
of argument. I was apprehensive that these quotations fi'om 
Holy Writ might occasion a little fluttering over the way. 
It is well enough, however, to revert occasionally to sound 
principles — to go to the fountain-head. 

Mr. Stanton. Will the gentleman j^ermitme to ask him a 
question ? 

Mr. Gartrell. Certainly. 

Mr. Seward. I object to farming out the floor in tliis way. 

Mr. Stanton. Does the gentleman (Mr. Gartkeli.) under- . 
stand his quotations from Holy Wi'it as appl}'ing to African 
slaves ? 

Mr. Gartrell. I understand them to apply to all kinds of 
slavery ; while the Africans were, as I understand, the heathen 
spoken of and alluded to by the Scriptures. 

Mr. Stanton. Then, as I understand the gentleman, it is 
not a question of color or race, l)ut a question of social con- 
dition. 

Mr. Gartrell. Having disposed of this branch of the 
question, and finding my time ruiming short, I ueem it unne- 
cessarv 

Mr. BuRRouGUs. I ask the unanimous consent of the House 
that the gentleman be allowed to finish his s[)eech, and say all 
he has to sav. 
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Mr. Gartrell. I am very miicli obliged to the gentleman ; 
and I should he very much obliged to the committee if it 
chose to extend to me this unusual courtesy. I will not, how- 
ever, claim it. I cannot ask it at its hands. 

But I desire to couside.r another question alluded to by the 
gentleman from Missouri, (Mr. Blair,) and it is but a repeti- 
tion of tlie argument that seems to have been current in the 
Northern States for many years. It is said, Mr. Chairman, 
vei'y exultingly, too, that this institution of slavery at the 
South has a demoralizing cifect on the social position of the 
people of tliat section. I deny it. I hold, sir, that the sta- 
tistics of this country show tlie reverse to be true. If crime, 
if paupei'ism, if indigence, if want, if misery, be evidences 
of demoraliz.ition, then to-day the Southern people occupy a 
proud position as contrasted. with that of its accusers. I call 
the attention of gentlemen to some statistics taken from the cen- 
sus report of 1850. Under the head of " crime," I find that in 
the IS (n'thern States the mnnbcr of native-born persons convict- 
ed of crime was ten thousand eight hundred and twenty-three; 
while in the Soutlieni States there were but nineteen hundred 
and seventeeen. The nund)er of foreign-born persons con- 
victed of crime in the ]>[orthern States, was twelve thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-nine; in the Southern States but 
eight hundred and 3iinety-four. The total number in the 
Nortli being twenty-three tliousand six liundred and twelve, 
and in the slaveholdi ng States but two thousand eight hun- 
dred and eleven. Then, sir, under the Iiead. of "pauperism," 
I find tliat the number of native born paupers in the JSTorth- 
crn States, in tlie same year, was fift}^ thousand and twenty- 
three ; wliik^. in tlic Southern States it was but sixteen thousand 
four hundred and eleven. Of foreign-born paupers there 
were, in the Kortliern States, sixty-three thousand six hun- 
dred and eighty-nine; and in the Southern States, four thou- 
sand eight hundred and forty-nine. Total number of paupers 
in the Northern States, one hundred and tliirteen tliousand 
seven liundred and twelve ; in the Southern States, twenty-one 
thousand two hundred and sixty. 

It is no ploasui'e to me to read these statistics ; I read them 
not only in delenco, but in justification of the system of do- 
mestic slavery as it exists in my section, and which I am here 
to-day ready and ])rcpared to defend against all comers and^ 
goers. 1 say that 1 regret this state of things. I do not refer 
to the dispai'agement of the intelligence, morality, enterprise, 
or indiistiy of oin- Northern brethren. They are exempt from 
it as much as most ]k:'0])1c are. I honor them for their intel- 
ligence ; 1 hi:)nor tlicm as Christain people; I honor them for 
their cntei'prisc; I honor them when they stand by the Consti- 
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tution of our fatliers. But wlien tliej seek, as some have sought 
on this floor, and as others seek elsewhere, to wage war on the 
constitutional rights of my people, I may be permitted to tell 
them of their ow^n faults, and to cite the records of their own 
misfortunes. 

But I w^ill not stop here, sir. I will read to you an exti-act 
from a report made by a committee a])pointed a few years 
ago by the Legislature of ISTew York, and which re^^ort throws 
a great deal of light on this question. 

This report show's : 

"It seems that a committee was sent by the Legislature of 'Nqw 
York to look into the condition of the lower and working classes of 
the city. They report, April 4, 1856, that in twenty-two districts twelve 
hundred tenement houses are occupied hy teyi families each, in some 
by seventy families, others one hundred, and in one, in particular, one 
hundred and forty-six families^ or more than an average of one family 
and a half to each room! But let the committee speak: 

"*Li the houses visited by your committee, sights were presented to 
them alike startling and painful to behold. In 77iany, ivhites and 
blacks were living indiscriminately together; negro men vjith 2vhite wo- 
men, and white men ivith negro women. Young faces, haggard Avith 
want and sickness, and bearing that peculiar look of premature old 
age imparted by early sin, gazed at them from every corner; misery 
and vice in their most repulsive features met them at every step. 
Scarcely an apartment was free from sickness and disease, and the 
blighting curse of drunkenness had fallen upon al^lo^t every i^imily. 
Here and there might be found, it is true, some attempt at cleanliness, 
some display at a love of home, some evidence of imlustry and sobri- 
ety, with their natural accompaniments, cheerfulness and good health. 
But these, your committee found, were in most instances familij's that 
had not long been inhabitants of the neighborhoods in which they 
lived. The demoralization and ruin apparent all around had not had"' 
time to do their work on them. It is to be feared that too soon the 
miasrnal air will creep into their systems, undermining the sturdy con- 
stitution, and prostrating its victims on a bed of sickness. Health 
faiHng them, want will follow; and then must cume crowding rapidly 
upon them, neglect of home, neglect of children, uncleanliness, drun- 
kenness, and crime. This is no fancy sketch, no picture of the imagi- 
nation. It is a stern reality, enacted every day in the midst of luxury 
and wealth, the natural and fearful result of the rapacity of landlords 
in an overcrowded city, unrestrained by conscience, and wholly un- 
checked by legislation.'" 

I wdll not pursue this report further, but I simply recom- 
mend it to the attention of the gentleman and of tlse com- 
mittee. I did not cite it simply for the puii:)ose of displaying 
the misery, the woe, the destitution, and the want of the 
poorer classes of the North. God knows they have my sym- 
pathy and my commiseration. I would that it wcre'^in my 
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})Ower to relieve the poor of the JSTorth as well as the poor of 
the South. I have read this extract, not to bring a blush to 
tlie faces of my Koi'thern fri^Dnds ; 1 read it in sorrow. I read, it 
however, witli a hope that I might thereby encourage them 
to begin tlie good work at home ; that I might thereby assist 
in relieving the poor, and niiserable, and. destitute there, by 
remiudiug onr friends of that charity which begins at home. 
Where, in the South, Mr. Chairman, could we find misery, 
and want, and wretchedness, and destitution like that reported 
by this able and intelligent committee of the Legislature of 
ISew York? Go to the negro plantation, if you please, and 
what will you find ? Health, plenty to eat, good clothes, com- 
fortable beds, and but one family in a house, You will ran- 
sack even the pages of Uncle Tom's Cabin, and you w^ill find 
no picture of misery and destitutionwhichwi.il compare with 
that portrayed in the extract which I have just read, l^o, sir; 
that book, which may be justly characterized as npiotiire^ a 
libel J painted by tlie hand of slander, will furnish nothing to 
compare with it. 

J3ut, si]-, I will not pursue this branch of the argument fur- 
thc]'. AAHiat I have said has been with a view to modify, and 
soften down the asperities of the hour, by bringing about re- 
flection and consideration of this question, rather than to ex- 
cite. I deprecate excitement. I had hoped that in this Con- 
gress, at least, we should have been exempt from the continual 
excitement upon the slavery cpiestion. I had hoped that it 
would have been taken from the Halls of Congress and left 
where the legislation of Congress properly leaves it — to the 
people of tlie Tei-ritory to settle in tiieir own way, when they 
come to frame their constitution and apply for admission into 
the Union. Sir, these were my expectations, and they were 
reasonable and just, because the legislation of the country, 
which received the sanction of Congress and the approbation 
of the people in the last Presidential election, had met this 
question and taken it from the Halls of Congress and put it 
into the hands of the people of the Territories when they were 
prepared to lay aside their Territorial condition, and assume 
that of State sovereignty. But hardly had we met within the 
walls of this Capitol and Congress organized, before the battle- 
cry was raised, and, 

"Once more unto the breach, dear friends, once more!" 

was heard through the ranks of the Black Republican party. 
Why these continual aggressions? "Why deny to us, to-day, 
our rights under the Constitution of our country ? I ask, what 
have the Southern people done to warrant it ? When have 
they ever waged war upon your rights ? When have they 
ever proved recreant to the Constitution of your fathers and 
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ours ? When have tliey ever refused to expend tlieir blood 
and treasure for tlie maintenance of the common honor and 
integrity of the nation ? When have they ever failed to stand 
by their i^orthern brethren in tlicir hour of trial ? Sir, tlie 
South has always been true and loyal to the Constitution. 
Siie is loyal to it now ; she is ready to preserve it for your 
children, and their children — that they, arm in arm, and hand 
in hand, may perpetuate it to our latest posterity. But, in 
order to do this, I tell gentlemen plainly, I tell them dispas- 
sionately, I tell them coolly and deliberately, that your assaults 
must cease. Sir, I think I know something of Southern loyalty, 
as w^ell as Southern impatience under your encroachments, and 
I tell you that the time has come when this question has to be 
met fairly by your action in this House. Upon the action of 
tliis Congress, must depend the nnion or disunion of this great 
Confederacy. 

Gentlemen need not tell me that I am an extremist, or an 
alarmist ; that the South has threatened disunion before, and, 
when the hour came, she backed out. Sir, I tell you, this is 
no idle threat. Indeed, it is not made as a threat, but as a 
warning. It is my duty to speak thus plainly here, and io 
announce the deep-seated, unwavering, unalterable determi- 
nation of the masses of our people at the South, of all parties, 
to have equality in this Union or indej^endence out of it. It 
is best that individuals, as w^ell as States, sliould be plain and 
candid w^ith each other. I do not seek thus to-day to alarm 
gentlemen. I am not here to sup2)osc that anything I may 
say would alarm our friends on the other side of the House. 
If I speak feelingly it is because I feel deeply on this question 
of preserving intact the Constitution of the country ; of pre- 
serving our glorious flag ; the sovereignty of the States, and 
the rights and honor of the South*. The Union cannot be 
preserved unless our rights are protected. I should be recre- 
ant to my duty if I did not ])roclaim our determination no 
longer to submit to insult and outrage. I have tlie honor of 
representing fifteen thousand freemen upon this floor; and I 
laazard nothing in saying that every man of them will respond 
" amen" to the sentiments I express here to-day. I hazard 
nothing w^hen I .assert that there will not be found in* that 
constituency one man who is not ready and determined to 
proclaim, as I proclaim to-day, that if you would preserve the 
Union of tliese States, you must give us the full measure o 
our constitutional rights. We ask nothing more ; we will ta 
nothing less. Is there anything unreasonable in this? B 
sir, this brings me to the Kansas question, and I un dersta 
that I have but Ave minutes left in which to disuc uss it. 

Mr. BoRKOTJGHs. I renew^ the request that, by unanimous 
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consent, the gentleman be allowed to go on until he has fin- 
ished liis speech. 

Mr. Florence. I object. Tlie gentleman understands the 
reason for my objection. 

Mr. Gaktrell. I desire to say, for my time is very brief, 
that what I have said Ijas been directed mainly to the attain- 
ment of two objects. Til ese objects are j^aramomit with me 
to-day. Proud as an American citizen, proud of the country, 
and the whole country, of the ]N"orth as well as the South, my 
object is to demand forbearance at your hands, and preserve, , 
if we can, the Union of our fathers. My second and greatest 
object is to Jtave secured to the ])eople of the South their consti- 
tutional rights^ /^^^^^y? entirely^ and effectually. You onay 
drive me from my first position^ you may force one to cdjan- 
don the Union j you ma/yMea/r the stars and stripes under 
Vjhich our fathers fought and icon tJieir liberties. ^ and tram-pie 
it imd^T foot', you may drive me frorn my advocacy of the 
Union ^ iutj sir J never ^ while I have an- arm to raise or a 
tongue to sjyeah^ a heart to fed or a hand to strike^ can you 
drive me from the maitenance of Southern Rights and South- 
ern ^'quality. 

I tell gentlemen, further, that in order to preserve this 
Union, you must admit Kansas as a State with the Lecompton 
constitution. You must admit her as a slave State, with that 
constitution. And wh}^? Sir, this whole Kansas question is 
"in a nut-shell." It depends upon a single principle — it is 
the doctrine of non-intervention, sustained by the great De- 
mocratic party of the country in the last Presidential election. 
Democrats from JS^ew York, Pennsylvania, and other l^orthern 
States, have gallantly and manfully stood by this principle. 
I honor them for it. The South honors them for it. They 
are JSFational Democrats^ and, as such^ are dear to the people 
in my section. We honor them for their devotion to prin- 
ciple. But, sir, I said this Kansas question depends upon the 
great principle of non-intervention. • Has that principle been 
observed ? I say it has not. We have had intervention 
there. It has been the intervention of Walker and Stanton 
agaiost the South, and in favor of the North, and it does 
not lie in the mouths of gentlemen to make objection to her 
admission now. It is true the South has achieved a triumph 
in Kansas ; but it was a victory won over intervention on the 
l^art of the olhccrs of the General Government against slavery 
and against the South. 

[Here the hour allotted expired.] 



